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General presentation  

 

Eurocentrica is an independent Romanian NGO created in 2010 through 

a partnership between professionals from the academia, public policies, 

the nonguvermental sector and business. 

 

We aim to place Europe in the centre of the Romanian public policies and 

to promote Romania in the mainstream of the European policies. 

 

In order to fully benefit of European integration and to contribute to the 

European project it is important to have an in-depth understanding of 

both the EU and of the Romanian realities. 
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Programe 

In 2018, the activities of Eurocentrica were undertaken under 3 main 

programs:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Media Program 
Currently, Romanian media landscape reflects mostly domestic political quarrels and 

attempts from various stakeholders at controlling the informational flow. An objective 

analysis of social, political and economic issues, in a broader international context, is 

missing. National and international assessments on Romanian media support the 

position that media freedom is constantly threatened. Eurocentrica media program 

was initiated in order to offer a reliable alternative to the mainstream Romanian 

media, through two online platforms devoted to culture and debate, on the one hand, 

and European information and analysis, on the other hand.  

 

The ‘Heritage and Identities’ Program 
The question of cultural heritage in a broad sense is related to memory, culture and 

identity. The post communist space which is the geographical focus of this program, 

has from this point of view a series of particularities that could be grasped only by 

approaching them from an interdisciplinary perspective. The projects within this 

program are aimed at understanding this complex landscape, starting from saving, 

preserving  and promoting cultural heritage. 

 

The ‘Eastern Europe and the European Union’ Program 
 

Member states, associates states or involved only in dialogue with the European 

Union, all the former communist countries from Eastern Europe and the Balkans 

feature common traits that differentiate them from Western Europe, starting from 

geopolitics and ending with culture. Therefore, Policies concerning these states 

should be based on comprehensive understanding of the regional and national 

peculiarities of each country. The objective of this program is to contribute to the 

knowledge and understanding of social, economic and political situation of Eastern 

Europe, in the wider context of interactions between the states from this geographic 

area and the European Union. The main geographical focus of the program is 

represented by Romania, Moldova and Ukraine, as well as the historical communities 

of Romanians around the borders of Romania. 
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The Media Program 
 
 

1.1 . LaPunkt  

 

 
 

LaPunkt.ro started in 2013 as an online cultural publication committed to the debate 

of ideas. 

În 2018, nearly 250 contributors wrote for LaPunkt. They belong to all major 

Romanian generations, ranging from renowned writers and thinkers, such as Ioana 

Pârvulescu, recipient of the European Union Prize for Literature or Toma Pavel, 

Gordon J. Laing Distinguished Professor in Romance Languages and Literature la 

Universitatea din Chicago to young professionals trained in prestigious 

universities from all over the world.  

They all share the values and the mission that LaPunkt.ro embraced from its 

inception: to encourage dialogue, creative liberty and intellectual passion. 

In 2018, LaPunkt’s partnerships with the leading publishing houses Humanitas 

and Polirom went on, as the magazine hosted special weekly issues on important 
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editorial events. The interviews with significant cultural celebrities, made by 

Cristian Pătrăşconiu, went on, too. 

 
It should be mentioned that in less than three years,. The online magazine has 

published so far over 6000 articles.  

After six years of existence, LaPunkt.ro imposed itself in the Romanian public 

space. The online magazine has published so far thousands of original articles. 

Moreover, each week five texts are collected in a “Punkt of the week” which 

follows a specific topic from various perspectives and manifestations. 

The magazine has active and growing social media accounts (Facebook and 

Twitter) and it distributes a weekly newsletter to more than 4500 subscribers. 

În 2018 LaPunkt.ro carried on his activity as member of the Eurozine cultural 

journals network.  

Eurozine is a network of European cultural journals, linking up 80 partner 

journals and as many associated magazines and institutions in almost all 

European countries. Eurozine is also a net magazine which publishes 

outstanding articles from its partner journals with additional translations 

into one of the major European languages. 

By providing a Europe-wide overview of current themes and discussions, 

Eurozine offers a rich source of information for an international readership 

and facilitates communication and exchange between the journals 

themselves. By presenting the best articles from its partners and their 

countries alongside original articles, Eurozine opens up a new space for 

transnational debate. 
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1.2. Europunkt 
 

 
 

 

After five years of existence, EuroPunkt.ro is one of the most active online magazines 

from the Romanian mediatic landscape dedicated to information and analysis on 

Europe and the European Union.  

 

Continuity was maintained through the diversity of topics and through new authors 

and contributors who joined the magazine.   

 

Tendinţa de confirmare a popularităţii EuroPunkt.ro şi de consolidare a poziţiei în 

topul media dedicate Europei şi Uniunii Europene este confirmată de cifrele 

înregistrate în acest an: circa 70.000 de utilizatori unici au citit în 2018 articolele 

postate pe EuroPunkt.ro (faţă de 75.000 în 2017), în vreme ce aproximativ 25% dintre 

aceştia sunt cititori care consultă regulat materialele jurnalistice de pe platformă. 

Circa 4.500 internauţi apreciază pagina de facebook a revistei, faţă de 3.650 în 2017. 

 

 

Activitatea editorială 
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In 2018, EuroPunkt.ro published over 500 de articole de presă – news, opinion 

articles and interviews – who offered to the readers a wide and honest image over the 

main political, economic and social evolutions in Europe.  

Pe agenda EuroPunkt.ro au figurat în 2018 cele mai importante subiecte ale 

actualităţii europene (negocierea Brexit, procesul de reformare a Uniunii Europene, 

creşterea tensiunii între SUA şi aliaţii europeni, competiţia strategică de pe 

mapamond între SUA, China şi Rusia, regresul integrării europene din Republica 

Moldova) şi măsurile întreprinse de instituţiile europene în raport cu aceste subiecte, 

precum şi teme naţionale esenţiale aflate în conexiune cu integrarea europeană 

(pregătirea pentru preluarea de către România a preşedinţiei rotative a Consiliului UE 

în 2019, finanţările europene, activitatea instituţiilor din România în contextul mai 

larg al europenizării, evoluţia scenei politice româneşti şi impactul acesteia asupra 

relaţiei cu UE, Centenarul Marii Uniri din România). 

 

Authors 

There are currently ca. 40 contributors – journalists, experts form the academia and 

NGO sectors, young researchers and profesionals as well as business analysts – who 

publish in EuroPunkt.ro.  

EuroPunkt.ro supports both the experience of already known analysts and the 

enthousiasm and the originality of young students of European affairs, encouraging 

well-documented and honest contributions from a wide range of people. 

Thus, on Europunkt.ro appeared articles by Vasile Puşcaş, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Grațian 

Mihăilescu, Dionis Cenuşă, Ioan Stanomir, Sebastian Rusu, Dumitru-Alexandru 

Filimon, Marin Gherman, Tudor Cojocariu etc. On the other hand, through volunteer 

and student practice programs the magazine host student contributors, underrtaking 

BA and MA studies in various fields such as journalism, history, political science, 

international relations). 

 
In 2018, EuroPunkt.ro’s interviews section brought closer to the general public views 

and opinions from personalities such as: the EU commissioners Corina Creţu and 

Pierre Moscovici, MEPs such as Norica Nicolai, Cristian Preda, Renate Weber, 

Daniel Buda, Romanian ministers Mihai Fifor, Victor Negrescu and Natalia Intotero, 

the Romanian President’s adviser Leonard Orban, the EC President adviser’s, Mihnea 

Motoc, researchers such as Valentin Naumescu, Sorina Cristina Soare, Gabriela 
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Drăgan, Clara Volintiru, experts such as Valentin Lazea, Angela Grămadă, Cristina 

Buzaşu, jurnalişti ca Ovidiu Nahoi, Cătălin Gomboş, Raluca Avramescu, social 

activists such as Elena Calistru, Carmen Gheorghe, Roxana Dumitrache, and many 

others. 

 

Social networks 

EuroPunkt.ro is liked and shared on Facebook by a community of nearly 4500 

supporters, the weekly impact of posts reaching organically uo to 15000 people.  
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II. The ‘Heritage and Identities’ Program 
 

2.1 „Heritage at a crossroads. Digitization of the stone-made 

commemorative crosses, the monuments for heroes and the historical 

landscapes from the north-west of Prahova county” project 
 

Eurocentrica resumed the activities started in 2017, of digitising the stone-made 

commemorative crosses and the monuments for heroes from Prahova county, acting 

as main partner in the new project „Heritage at a crossroads. Digitization of the stone-

made commemorative crosses, the monuments for heroes and the historical 

landscapes from the north-west of Prahova county”. It collaborated with secondary 

partners – the National Institute of Heritage in Romania, the Ministry of Culture’s 

Prahova County Subdivision and four local high-schools, from Azuga, Bușteni, 

Cerașu and Ploiești, in order to catalogue, digitize, promote and protect the stone-

made commemorative crosses erected in Prahova county during the 16th-19th 

centuries, of the monuments of heroes fallen during the First World War, built by the 

communities from Prahova county between 1920 and 1940 and of the historical 

landscapes associated with the First World War in the same county. 
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New results were added to those reached in 2017: 

- 175 stone-made commemorative crosses and 50 monuments of heroes fallen during 

the First World War catalogued and digitized;  

- 15 3D models of crosses, monuments for heroes and historical landscapes created;  

- 4 school trips and educational workshops carried out, with 250 pupils who took part 

to local cultural heritage preservation and promotion activities;  

- the website www.monumentelarascruce.ro updated and the album of identified, 

catalogued and digitized monuments reedited. 

 

Besides the financial and human resources provided by partners and sponsors, the 

project was co-funded with 50000 RON by the Romanian Ministry of Culture, 

through the Administration of the National Cultural Fund. It was selected to run under 

the aegis of the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, as it contributes to the 

achievement of several objectives of this European action, as they are stated in the EU 

Decision 2017/864 regarding the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, issued by 

the European Parliament and the European Council on the 17th of May 2017. 

  

http://www.monumentelarascruce.ro/
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2.2 „Saving the folkloric archival material preserved in Chişinău, 

Republic of Moldova” project 
 

Eurocentrica hosted in 2018 the project „Saving the folkloric archival material 

preserved in Chişinău, Republic of Moldova”, undertook by dr. hah. Victor Ghilaş, 

musicologist. The project sought to facilitate scholarship and research of the 

Romanian, Bulgarian and Găgăuz folkloric creations from the region between the 

rivers Prut and Dniester (nowadays the Republic of Moldova and part of Ukraine), 

through the digitisation, provision of open access, promotion and relocation of three 

collections owned by the Institute of Cultural Heritage and the Institute of Philology 

of Chişinău, consisting of approximately 450 volumes of manuscripts and 628 reel 

tapes containing folkloric recordings.  

 
 

Among the results reached at the end of 2018 are:  

- 454 volumes of manuscripts and 500 recoverable reel tapes digitised;  

- the website www.folkloricarchival.asm.md created, where the digital copies of the 

folkloric creations are displayed; 

- the original archival material relocated to a proper storage environment;  

- the local project team, as well as other Moldovan researchers and technicians, 

trained in digitisation and archival collection management, by foreign experts from 

Romania. 

 

The project is funded within the Endangered Archives Programme, through a grant of 

32635 GBP, awarded by the British Library, with the support of Arcadia Fund. 

 

  

http://www.folkloricarchival.asm.md/
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2.3 „Support for the archaeological research at the ancient city of 

Histria 2018” project 

 
Eurocentrica attracted funding of 4700 RON and volunteering of 2 people for 3, 

respectively 2 weeks, with the view to support archaeological research on the 

‘Temple” and “Plateau” excavations areas at the ancient city of Histria, Constanţa, 

areas attributed to the “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology of Bucharest. 

The funds were used for purchasing equipments required to the non-intrusive 

explorations and excavations undertaken on the “Plateau” excavation area and for 

refurbishing the archaeological warehouse used for depositing artefacts discovered on 

the “Temple” excavations area. 

Purchased equipment  

The volunteer work took place during the non-intrusive explorations and the 

excavations on the „Plateau” excavations area, undertaken by a mixed American-

Romanian team, led by Assoc. Prof. Adam Rabinowitz of the University of Texas, 

between the 22
nd

 of July – the 13
th 

of August 2018.  

3D model of a child 

burial, uncovered by one of the volunteers 

 

Funding was generously provided by SC Trident Pharma SRL. 
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III. The ‘Eastern Europe and the EU’ program 
 

In 2018, Eurocentrica continued to carry out activities dedicated to raising public 

awareness toward the particular issues characterising Eastern Europe, a distinct region 

comprising both EU members and countries of EU’s Eastern Neighbourhood that 

share common traits. Besides its media activity, Eurocentrica undertook several 

actions with the general view to support individuals and communities, mainly of 

Romanian origin, from the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine. 

 

3.1. Media collaboration with BucPress Media Centre from Cernăuţi 
 

In 2018, through EuroPunkt.ro and BucPress.eu, as well as through Radio Cernăuți, 

the Association Eurocentrica and BucPress Media Center from Cernăuți colaborated 

through exchange of best practices and information, with a view to improve 

Romanian and Ukrainian media content, particularly in the area of European politics 

and bilateral relations between Romania and Ukraine.  

 
These constant exchanges were supplemented with the participation of Eurocentrica’s 

programs coordinator to several radio shows in Cernăuţi.  

 

3.2 Participation to the international academic conference "Modern 

tendencies of regional cooperation: the Ukrainian-Romanian-

Moldovan dimension”, Cernăuţi, 4
th

 edition  
 

The researcher Liviu Iancu took part to the 4
th

 edition of the international academic 

conference "Modern tendencies of regional cooperation: the Ukrainian-Romanian-

Moldovan dimension", held at Cernăuţi on 16-17 May 2018 by the Centre for 

Romanian Studies of the Faculty of History, Political Studies and International 

Relations, “Yuriy Fedkovich” State University and the Development and 

Democratization Institute, where he had a talk on "Maritime-commercial empires and 

land-territorial empires in the Black Sea Region, Part I". The talk presented the main 

fundaments of a larger theoretical framework needed to establish the long-term 

geopolitical features of the Black Sea Region.  
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3.3. Participation to the international academic conference „Cultural 

heritage: research, enhancement, promotion”, Chişinău, 10
th

 edition, 

with a view to promote partnerships between cultural public 

institutions and NGOs  
 

The researcher Liviu Iancu took part to the 10
th

 edition of the international academic 

conference "Cultural heritage: research, enhancement, promotion", held in Chişinău 

on the 30-31 May 2018 by the Institute of Cultural Heritage of the Academy of 

Sciences of Moldova with the talk "Partnerships between public institutions and 

NGOs for preserving, enhancing and promoting cultural heritage". Some theoretical 

issues on the necessity and forms of partnership were tackled, with illustration from 

the experience of Eurcentrica. The same ideas were exposed to wider audiences 

through media interviews.  
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Projects on course in 2019 
 

1. “Heritage at a crossroads – Completion of the digitization of stone-

made monumental crosses and monuments for heroes from Prahova 

county” 

Main purpose: Completion of Cataloguing, digitization, promotion, protection and 

research of the stone-made commemorative crosses erected in Prahova county during 

the 16th-19th centuries and of the monuments of heroes fallen during the First World 

War, built by the communities from Prahova county between 1920 and 1940. 

Source of funding: private sponsorships 

Status: main partner 

 

2.  “Support for the archaeological research at the ancient city of 

Histria 2019” 

Main purpose: Attracting sponsorships and volunteers for the excavations areas 

focused on the investigation of the city during its autonomous Greek period – 

excavations areas “Plateau” and “Temple”  

Source of funding: private sponsorships  

Status: main partner 

 

3. “Support for the Romanian media in Ukraine” 

Main purpose: Offering support to the Romanian non-profit media associations in 

Ukraine, through donations of equipment required in their journalistic activities 

Source of funding: private sponsorships 

Status: main partner 
 

4. “Purchasing educational material for the preschool children from 

Cahul, Republica Moldova” 

Main purpose: Endowing the kindergartens in Cahul, Republica Moldova, with 

educational material, particularly educational plates, through a development 

partnership with the local City Hall 

Source of funding: private sponsorships 

Status: main partner 
 


